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Maintaining an RSS Feeder – Reflection
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Although I had heard of RSS feeders before, this was my first experience using one. As a teacher, I am constantly searching the web for different resources to use in the classroom. It can be difficult, however, to keep track of all of the resources; writing down the names of the resources is outdated and I am certain to lose the piece of paper I wrote it down on, and bookmarking every site I find just leads to utter chaos and confusion. The RSS feeder is really a great way to keep track of important educational resources, as well as keep me up-to-date on the latest educational resources and opportunities available to me. I decided to use Google Reader for my RSS feed. Although it was fairly easy to use and navigate through, I am still figuring some things out. For example, through CEP 810 and 811, I have accumulated quite a few subscriptions and at times have trouble navigating through all of them or figuring out how to see all of the updates on the main page. Overall though, it has been a great experience.
The sites I followed using my RSS feeder included two blogs; one titled, “A Day in the Life”, a blog about the life of a first grade teacher. The other blog I followed was titled, “Free Technology for Teachers”, a blog kept by a teacher, pertaining to the different, free, technology resources available for teachers. Another website I kept track of using my RSS website, was the Tech & Learning site. The fourth site I kept track of was through NPR and included podcasts regarding issues in education.
I feel all of these sites contributed to my professional development as a teacher in one way or another. The first blog, “A Day in the Life”, was particularly interesting to me because this upcoming year will be my first year teaching first grade. The teacher lives in California and teaches 1st grade Sheltered Immersion in a 5th year Underperforming school, teaching immigrant children. Although out situations are definitely not identical, I will be teaching in a low-income school, with many immigrant and refugee children, so it was exciting for me to hear another first grade teacher’s perspective on life in the first grade; it’s interesting to hear about her trials and tribulations in the classroom. It was also a great place to go for ideas to use in my own classroom, during the upcoming school year. This is definitely a site I will continue to follow. I left a comment on one of her entries entitled, “Mrs. Puglisi's 100 National Standards.” The entry was very heartwarming, as it was a teacher’s point-of-view on what national standards should really be and included things like, “All children should know love.” And “All children should know that they have a bed to sleep in tonight, and next week, and for their life.” I told her how much I enjoyed her entry and took her standards to heart. 
Two of the other sites, “Free Technology for Teachers” and the “Tech & Learning” site, were very beneficial in terms of keeping track with the latest and greatest technologies available for teachers to use in the classroom. The site, “Free Technology for Teachers” was actually a blog kept by a teacher, who used and rated many different free technologies available for teachers. He discussed technologies such as WikiSpaces, Online Grade Books, Wack Wall social networking program, etc. I am actually considering using the Learn Boost Online Grade Book program he reviewing in one of his entries, for the upcoming school year. The other site, “Tech & Learning”, included everything from blogs, to webinars, to resources, to different contests you could be a part of. It was also a great site for keeping up with the latest and greatest technologies teachers are using, as well as the latest educational technology opportunities out there for teachers.

What I liked most about the NPR podcasts on issues in education was that I could “keep up” with what’s going on in education, across the globe. Although not every podcast or article directly pertained to me (for example, the article entitled “Want To Open A Slaughterhouse? Go To Meat School!”), it was a great way to stay on top of current issues in education. For example, stories such as, “Obama Signs $26 Billion Jobs Bill” which discussed Obama’s plan to protect 300,000 teaching and other nonfederal government positions from budget cuts, certainly hit home. Overall the site is a great way to stay “in the know.”
Again, I have really enjoyed using and exploring with the RSS feeder. It’s a great way to keep track of important educational resources and stay aware of the different opportunities available for me, as well as stay “in the know” about what’s going on in education, across the globe.
